DOMESTIC MISSIONS 


Protestant Episcopal Church, 


AUGUST, 1863. 


BisHop TatBpotT—NeEw-Mexico.—We have accounts of the arrival of 
Bishop Talbot and his party in New-Mexico, near the end of June. They ~ 
spent Sunday, the twenty-eighth of June, at Fort Union, and Sunday, 
July fifth, at Santa Fé. Their journey had been attended with many 
hardships, and the Navajos and other hostile Indians made travelling in 
New-Mexico dangerous. The Bishop was awaiting fuller observation 
before reporting as to the prospects for the Church in that Territory. 


Bisnop *Scott.—The Missionary Bishop of Oregon and Washington 
had, at last advices, just returned from a visitation of the towns on 
Puget’s Sound: ‘Two missionaries for that region are greatly needed, as 
well as several for other places in Washington and Oregon. The Do- 
mestic Committee hope that suitable men will soon offer for that portion 
of the missionary field. We are sorry to learn that Bishop Scott was ob- 
' liged to suspend his visitation by sickness, but hoped to resume it in July. 


Funps ror Domestic Missrons.—Renewed attention is asked to the 
need of funds for Domestic Missions. We stated last month that seven- 
teen thousand dollars were needed to fill up the sum which the Domestic 
Committee asked for by October first, 1863. The acknowledgments in - 
this number show that sixteen thousand dollars of this sum are still 
needed, while but two months remain before the Annual Meeting. May 
the hearts of many be moved to respond liberally for this blessed work. 


Nevapa.—The Rev. W. H. Stoy, of Wisconsin, has been appointed 
a missionary in the Territory of Nevada, and will proceed thither very 
‘shortly. The reputation which Mr. Stoy has established, as a faithful 
and laborious herald of the Gospel, gives promise of success, by the 
divine blessing, in his new field. 
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Clifton, ete.—Rev. W. A. Johnson. 


In my informal report, a few months 
since, I gave some account of the nature 
of the.population among which this mis- 
sion is placed. 

A few words as to the parish proper 
may not be inappropriate. I find it in a 
very weak state, from no fault of my zeal- 
ous predecessors, but from causes to which 
all mining localities are subject. 

The Cliff Mine was chiefly instrumental 
in having a church built here. The Pro- 
testant miners (with the_exception of a 
few German and Irish) are from Cornwall, 
England, and are, by force of long habit 
and tradition, wedded to Methodism. Un- 
der its first pastor, who was an English- 
‘man, and had beena Methodist, the Church 
drew them largely to her services, through 
the personal popularity of the man. But 
except a very few families, it never took 
any real hold of them. 

Subsequently, it has been sustained by 
the officials of the mine, who were Ameri- 
cans, and had the ability. Now, by a 
change in the management of the mine, 
we have lost all the religious, and much of 
the pecuniary support from that source, 
and the parish is left dependent on a hand- 
ful of families, mostly laboring people. 
Among these there is a still smaller num- 
ber who take any deep religious interest. 
I found but three communicants, all fe- 


males, and all persons in humble circum- 
stances, when [ came. 
This is our enduring evil here. There 


is nothing permanent in a mining popula- 
tion. No parish can be built up, in the 
common sense of the word. Itis a sow- 
ing of the ‘‘ good seed” in faith, hoping 
that it will spring up — how, the sower 
knoweth not. , 

An encouraging circumstance is our 
large Sunday-school of one hundred child- 
ren, sadly hindered in its efficiency, how- 
ever, by the want of suitable teachers. 
So very narrow did the field seem here, 
and so uncertain its future, unless more 
strength could be gathered to its support, 
that I thought it best to extend the field 
of my labors this spring. 

Rey. Mr. Long held services at a mine 
ealled “‘ Copper. Falls,” ten miles off, once 
a fortnight, in the morning, and then re- 
turned here the same afternoon. By tak- 
ing this one, afternoon service from this 
parish, I am enabled to spend every oth- 


sway. 
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er Sunday in that direction, and supply 
the Pennsylvania and Amygdaloid mines 
(which are near together) at half-past ten 
A.M.; preach at Eagle Harbor, five miles 
off, at half-past two p.m.; and reach 
Copper Falls for a service at half-past six 
p.m., three miles further. — 

The Sunday-school here is not inter- 
rupted by this arrangement, while it en- 
ables me to reach points where services 
were desired, and to presentthe Gospel in 
the church to a number of men of influence 
and position. This change was inaugurat- 
ed in May. I have also held two services 
at Eagle River. 

I was happy in receiving again to the 
communion, after a neglect of many years, 
a venerable man resident at Eagle Harbor, 


-a member of the Church from Ireland, 


who, in this irreligious ‘‘ upper” country, 
had fallen into sinful and careless ways, 
but whom God brought back to penitence 
by the visitation of a dangerous illness. 

There are not many incidents in the 
routine of a missionary’s life in such a 
place as this. 

Iam constantly called upon to baptize 
children of families who never come near 
the church. 

Our short but pleasant summer is now 
in full glory, and as one sees the luxur ant 
vegetation and rich blossoms—some of the 
flowers being uncommonly beautiful — he 
can hardly fancy that this is the same 
place where the snow lies six feet deep, 
and winter rules with such relentless 


Marquette, ete.—Rev. J. Phelps. 


It becomes my duty to again report 
progress from this missionary station, as 
another quarter has elapsed. Inu the letter 
of reappointment, I noticed that I was 
appointed missionary to ‘‘ Marquette, ete.,” 
and I took the “etc.” to mean the adja- 
cent settlements. I have, therefore, com- 
menced holding a service every fourth 
Sunday at Negaunee, a village sixteen 
miles from here on railroad, composed of 
mivers and smelters. The services are 
held in a school-house, and attended by 
about fifty persons, on an average. This 
is the most literally missionary ground of 
any I ever before occupied, as until I went 
there no rehgious services of any kind 
were attempted to be held, excepting that 
of the Romish priest. I am under great 
obligations to Mr, R——, of Chieago, a lay- 
man in our Church, for preparing the way, 


Wisconsin. 


and making the arrangements for these 
~services. Until lately, he has owned and 
occupied a summer residence at Teal Lake, 
a beautiful spot near Negaunee, and in the 
absence of all Protestant worship, he in- 
stituted and conducted lay-reading during 
his stay through the summer months ; and 
this year, having disposed of his interests 
on Lake Superior, made an arrangement 
by which I am able to visit the place and 
hold services every fourth Sunday. So 
far the people seem to appreciate the work, 
and all persons, of whatever denomina- 
tional attachments, unite heartily in the 
use of the Prayer-Book, and evince a de- 
sire to become familiar with it. Last 
Sunday, a child was presented for bap- 
tism, and I should not be surprised if some 
should become candidates for confirma- 
tion. There is in our Iron Mountain a 
population of not less than three thousand 
persons, who have heretofore been desti- 
tute of Protestant worship. It is true 
that the great body of them are in the 
fold of the Roman Church, and cared 
for by it; but still there are very many 
Protestants who ought to be cared for, 
or, else, if they are not already, will 
certainly soon become, if not, heathen, 
quite heathenish in their mode of life. 

In regard to our parish Here in Mar- 
quette, I am rejoiced to report some visi- 
- ble signs of progress in the right direction, 
The congregation is increased, and more 
thoroughly attached to the system of in- 
struction, as presented in the Keclesiastical 
year of the Prayer-Book. Perce, and 
harmony, and unity mark all of our ef- 
forts as a parish. This, of itself, I take as 
a sign of God’s blessing upon the parish. 
The congregation have awakened to an 
interest in the Sunday-school — the great 
seminary of the Church—and are willing 
to aid the cause by their active labors. 
To the Junior Warden, especially, I am 
indebted, for his efficient zeal in redrgan- 
izing and superintending the school, and 
in interesting both teachers and scholars 
in the good work. _ We have also, by the 
advice of the wardens and vestry, com- 
menced a weekly collection for a parson- 
age fund, which, we think, together with 
the proceeds of pretty vigorous begging 
from visitors and strangers who may visit 
Marquette this summer, will enable us to 
put up a cheap but substantial parsonage. 
The need of such a building is evident, 
from the fact that one fourth part of the 
Rector’s salary paid here goes for house 
rent, and the remainder is but a small 
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sum with which to pay all other expenses 
of a family; but I only mention this to 
show our need of a parsonage building. 

I believe I noticed in’ my last report, 
Mr. F *s benefaction to our parish, of 
three hundred dollars, by which all in- 
cumbrances were paid off, and the parish 
placed free of debt. It was a generous 
donation, and we feel deeply grateful for 
it. Now, if we can find others who, of 
their abundance, are willing to assist us 
in building the parsonage, we shall be 
well supplied indeed. If the Church only 
had money — but God will doubtless dis- 
pose the hearts of the people to give, 
when and as he wills, and if that disposi- 
tion is not resisted, we may be sure there 
will be enough. 


—_o-@¢———— 


WISCONSIN. 


Juneau—Rev. O. H. Staples. 


T ENTERED upon my work in this county 
about the first of February, 1863, having 
my residence at Juneau, and dividing my 
time between the villages of Hurtisford, 
Horicon, and Juneau. ‘The latter place 
has a population of about three hundred; 
whole population of the town, one thou 
sand eight hundred. It is the county-seat, 
and is situated in the midst of a fine agri- 
cultural coyntry, and is peopled mostly 
by emigrants from the Eastern States, 
with some Germans, 

The number of Church people, as my 
report will show, is small. Church serv- 
ices have been held here and in Horicon, 
occasionally, for five or six years; and three 
years ago a church was organized in this 
place, by the Rev. Edward P. Wright, who 
officiated here for a short time, with great 
acceptance to the people. Since he left, 
no regular services have been held until I 
came. Our congregations were small at 
first, but have steadily increased up to the 
present time, numbering for the last three 
Sundays, perhaps, one hundred and fifty. 
We have held our services in the Presby- 
terian house of worship, but can do so no 
longer, and shall have to occupy the Odd 
Fellows’ Hall, a place not very commo- 
dious, but the best that can be had. 
Having a right of possession here, I shall 
establish a Sunday-school, which I could 
not well do in the other house. The want 
of a church edifice in which to celebrate 
our services with all the decencies and 
proprieties of public worship, is our great- 
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est hindrance at this and the other sta- 
tions; and our folk are too feeble to build. 
If our harvest should be a good one, an 
effort will be made in the autumn to build 
a church in Juneau. 

Horicon is six miles from Juneau; has 
a village population of twelve or fifteen 
hundred. It is at the foot of Horicon 
Lake, and has a large water-power and 
some manufacturing establishments, and is 
likely to become a town of some import- 
ance, The number of Church people is 
less than in Juneau, but the attendance 
upon our services has been pretty good. 
There, ‘as here, we have had to use a bor- 
rowed house, and must continue to do so 
for the present. It has not seemed prac- 
ticable or advisable to open a Sunday- 
school there. I could not attend to it 
myself, as I have to be at Juneau in the 
morning, and am only able to walk there 
in time for the evening service; and the 
attempt to open a school in our borrowed 
house, where a union school is held, would 
be likely to be thought an interference. 
So, at least, our people think. A melo- 
deon has been purchased for our use at 
Horicon, and a good choir, both there and 
at Juneau, assist in our worship. 

Hurtisford is eight miles from Juneau, 
and about the same distance from Hori- 
con. It has a village population of about 
five hundred; nearly half Germans. This 
is a place of great spiritual destitution. 
‘There is no house of worship in the place, 
except one which the Germans have nearly 
completed. The use of this we can have 
half of the time. Our services, held in 
Hurtisford once in three or four weeks, 
have been in a school house, a very in- 
commodious one. Itinerant Baptists and 
Methodists have preached there, but they 
have hardly an organization there, and have 
gained little holduponthe people. I think 
if one service each Sunday could be given 
them, by a judicious clergyman, with faith- 
ful pastoral visitation, a good congregation 
could be gathered and retained there. The 
field appears to me far more hopeful than 
many larger ones, which have been for a 
long time irregularly cultivated, and the 
life of the soil deadened by it. Here, also, 
is a large water power and a rich agricul- 
tural country, and the place must continue 
to grow in importance. 

I have been too prolix in this my first 
report, giving the Committee, not such 
matter as can have any interest for the 
public, but such as may give a general 
idea of the field. I have hope that the 
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Church may be built up in these places, 
and that many may be gathered into her 
fold. 


—* @ e——- 


IOWA. 


Mount Pleasant and Ottumwa —. 


Rev. B. R. Gifford. 
Since writing my last semi-annual re- 


port, I have been Jaboring, as heretofore, 


in connection with the parishes at Mount 
Pleasant and Ottumwa, and during no six 
months of my six years’ ministry have I 
had more to encourage me. There has 
been very much to indicate that the good 
seed has not been sown in vain; it has 
already begun to spring up and to bear pre- 
cious fruit. Much of the work of the 
ministry in this western field is really 
preparatory work — the laying of the 
foundations for the future growth and 
ptosperity of the Church; yet it is some- 
times the case that the labor is not long 
continued ere some encouraging results 
are witnessed. As the Church’s distinc- 


tive claims are judiciously presented — I. 


say judiciously presented, for this is really 
very important—as her Apostolical order 
and scriptural doctrines, and primitive 
usages, and” unrivaled Liturgy, are ex- 
plained and made familiar to the people, 
prejudice gradually disappears, and many 
of those before opposed to the Church and 
her claims, are led to favor and advocate 
them, and, it may be, identify themselves 
with the Church as members. This has 
been true to an encouraging extent in my 
own parishes. During the entire period 
embraced in this report, ending with July 
first, the congregations have been large in 
both places, and much interest manifested 
in all the services. And there has been, 
to all appearance, an increased importance 
attached to the holy sacraments and other 
sacred ordinances of the Church. I have 
administered baptism to eleven children 
and seven adults—in all, eighteen; and at 
the Bishop’s recent visitation thirteen were 
confirmed, of whom eight were heads of 
families. At the last celebration of the 
Holy Communion at Mount Pleasant, a 
larger number communicated than had 
done for more than two years; and I 
trust that the time is not far distant 


when every confirmed person in my par-: 


ishes will feel it to be both a duty and 
privilege to receive this Holy Sacrament 
of the body and blood of Christ. In 
most parishes there are many—alas! that 
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it should be so— who fail to come to the 
Lord’s Supper, and thus to obey the com- 
mand of Christ, to do this in remembrance 
of him. 

The Bishop’s annual visitation to my 
parishes was one of unusual interest, and 
afforded, both to myself and people, heart- 
felt encouragement and satisfaction. Good 
was done, the extent whereof eternity 
alone will disclose. He preached eight 
times, four times in each place, and all the 
sermons were faithfyl expositions of Gos- 
pel* truth, and they were delivered with 
affecting earnestness. They were listened 
to with the most solemn attention; and 
many doubtless returned to their homes 
with hearts deeply impressed by the truth, 
and awakened to a new sense of responsi- 
bility. The addresses to the classes confirm- 
ed were also deeply solemn and impress- 
ive. The congregations attending upon 
these services, particularly the Sunday 
services, were very large, and a most fa- 
vorable effect was apparently produced 
upon the minds of all those who attended 
upon them. <A new impetus was given to 
the cause of Christ and his Church among 
us. Oh! that the Lord would still vouch- 
safe his blessing and aid in all our efforts 
to bring precious souls into the Redeem- 
er’s spiritual fold—his Church—and thus 

_to glorify his adorable name. 

In forwarding the above semi-annual 
report, I have thought it might be proper, 
at this time, to give a brief summary of 
my labors since I entered the ministry; 
for from the time of my ordination in 
Davenport, six years ago, to the present, 


’ T have been connected with the Domestic 


Board, as one of its missionaries. With 
the exception of about two months each 
summer, which my health requires me to 
spend at the sea-shore, I have devoted 
these six years principally to missionary 
work in the diocese of lowa. During that 
time I have been employed in two differ- 
ent fields of labor—one in the north part 
of the diocese, where I had charge of three 
parishes, one of which—namely, that at In- 
dependence—! organized, and the other in 
the south part of the diocese, where I have 
had charge of two parishes. These five par- 
ishes are situated in the towns of Cedar 
Falls, Waterloo, Independence, Mount 
Pleasant, and Ottumwa, respectively. 
From the time of beginning my mission- 
ary labors until now, I have been im- 
pressed with the importance of occasion- 
ally visiting places where no regular servy- 
ices are held, and seeking out the Church 
families, and individuals residing in them, 
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and whenever and wherever practicable, 
holding Episcopal services. In this way, 
I believe many who would otherwise have 
been lost to the Church, by their connect- 
ing themselves with other religious bodies, 
have had their interest awakened anew, and 
in some instances they already constitute 
a sufficient nucleus for the organization of 
parishes. Hence, for the want of itinerant 
missionaries at large, it has been my prac- 
ticé to engage as much as possible in itin- 
erating labors, in addition to my own prop- 
er parochial work. The field is very ex- 
tensive, and the laborers are, indeed, few, 
and the missionary life is truly one of 
toil; but when there is so much to invite 
and encourage us to put forth earnest and 
zealous efforts for the good of men and 
the glory of God, how can we withhold 
them? Though the work be hard, and 
the earthly reward small, yet there is en- 
joyed the satisfaction of doing our hea- 
venly Master’s will, and gaining a reward 
on high. 

During the six years of my ministry 
in Iowa, I have visited and held services 
in about fifty different places — towns, 
villages, and neighborhoods, situated in 
twenty-five different counties, many of 
which were county-seats; and in about 
half of the fifty places, I was the first cler- 
gyman of the Church who ever held Epis- 
copal services in them. I have visited 
hundreds of different families, not only in 
towns, but in sparsely settled farming 
neighborhoods in the country, and have 
often left Prayer-books, church tracts, 
papers, and almanacs, and thus endeay- 
ored to keep alive their interest in. the 
Church. ' Some of these people had long 
been deprived of Church privileges, and 
had not even seen the face of a clergyman 
for years, and some of them had been long 
waiting for an opportunity to have their 
children baptized. - It has often been truly 
cheering to me, in prosecuting these itine- 
rating labors, to see how gratified these 
people were to have a clergyman of their 
own Church, the Church of their choice 
and their early years, to enter their dwell- 
ings once more. Many a delightful wel- 
come have I thus had; often have I been 
received with words and tears of grati- 
tude, and, as before stated, whenever con- 
venient or practicable, I have held services 
in these country neighborhoods, as well as 
in the towns, and in this way, I doubt not, 
much good has been done, and the cause 
of Christ and his Church promoted. 

During the time that I have been engag- 
ed in the missionary work in this diocese, 
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I have baptized eighty-three children and 
twenty-three adults — in all, one hundred 
and six, averaging about seventeen each 
year. There have been thirty-five persons 
confirmed in my parishes, of whom thirty 
were heads of families. I have solemnized 
eight marriages and attended twenty fune- 
rals. I have preached about seven hundred 
sermons,in seventy different places, includ- 
ing those preached in twenty different towns 
and cities of the Kast. [have also held many 
services where no sermons were preached, 
besides delivering literary and other lec- 
tures on various occasions, ete. 

In presenting this summary of my la- 
bors, I am sensible that J have come very 
far short of doing my whole duty. I 
might have accomplished far greater good 
than I have, have more greatly promoted 
the interests of Christ’s Church or king- 
dom; fur six years of his ministry often 
forms no small part of one’s entire minis- 
try ; and in the case of myself, the Lord 
only knows, it may be a longer period 
than I shall yet be permitted to labor ; 
for life is greatly uncertain with us all. 
But if Iam spared to labor yet six years 
more in the Lord’s vineyard, may he 
grant that I may be increasingly faithful 
and useful in the work to which he has 
called me. May the Holy Spirit be im- 
parted in abounding measure, and may 
my every word, thought, and act be with 
a view to the divine glory and the salva- 
tion of precious souls, the purchase of 
Jesus’ blood. A remark of the Bishop, 
with respect to the increasing satisfaction 
which he finds in preaching the Gospel of 
Christ, impressed me as one of practical 
interest to all the clergy. I have some- 
times felt that there is real danger lest 
there be diminished interest in and love 


for the ministerial work, the longer we are ~ 


engaged in it. This, indeed, should not 
be so; there should rather he, and there 
may be, a growing love for the blessed 
privilege of declaring God’s counsels to 
perishing man, of preaching Christ and 
him crucified as the world’s only hope. 
May this characterize us and all his minis- 
tering servants. 


——_+ @-«—_—_ 


MINNESOTA. 
Right Rev. H. B. Whipple, DD. 


3 Farrmavtt, May 18th, 1863. 
/ Iv gives me great pleasure to tell you of 
| the blessing of God which has followed 
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our work in these days of clouds and dark- 
ness, I have never experienced such a 
year of anxiety and care, never been so 
often perplexed and weary, never so fully 
realized my weakness of mind and body ; 
and yet I have found a silver lining to 
every cloud, a help in every perplexity, 
and a comfort in every sorrow. Our 
clergy have been faithful to their trust 
and I count myself as one of the happiest 
of bishops in the love of such earnest 
men. They have -_ my best co-work- 
ers and have given me a love unclouded 
by a doubt, even where, perhaps, they 
may have differed from me. For all this 
I thank God first, and then thank the 


Committee and the generous hearts who’ 


make them their almoners. Wehave now 
in the Diocese almost thirty clergymen; I 
hope to have quite this nuwber before our 
Diocesan convention. The baptisms and 
confirmations are largely in excess of last 
year. 
faith, which none can know save those 
who have suffered like sorrows. Without 
any warning, save the fears of those who 
understood our Government’s neglect, the 
entire border of Minnesota for three hun- 
dred miles was one track of blood. 
was a massacre, the horrors of which n 

words can describe, and to myself, who 
had so often received border welcomes 
and border hospitality, it was a great grief. 
I gave these sufferers my love, my sym- 
pathy, my efforts, and my prayers, and no 
man could feel more deeply than I did in- 
dignation at the guilty men whose hands 
were red with innocent blood. Friends 
who knew that I understood the cause of 
this, in their great love for me, begged me 
not to compromise myself by any state- 
ment which would reflect on the Govern- 
ment. They truly said, that the people, 
smarting under their deep sufferings, 


could not and would not see in any such. 


plea any thing but an appeal for savage 
men. For three years I had studied this 
Indian system; I knew it to be a wicked 
system of robbery and wrong. The things 
I knew had burned like fire into my very 
soul, and my letters to you and others 
have always borne witness of my belief 
that it would end in massacre. I there- 
fore dared not be silent, and, God helping 
me, I never shall cease my efforts until it 
is reformed. There have been and are 
now men connected with Indian affairs 
who desire to do right, but they are pow- 
erless, 

The only gleam of sunshine in the out- 


It/ 


In August last we had a trial of) 


| 
, 
| 
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break was the behavior of Christian 


Indians, who rescued captives, and who 
have since been the efficient scouts of the 
army. Even wild men did not seem to 
feel the same hatred toward the mission- 
ary. For a time it seemed as if all our 
work was ended. After the surrender of 
the camp of friendly Indians, and the trial 
of those supposed to be guilty, all who 
were deélared innocent were sent to Fort 
Snelling, and they made a camp of about 
one thousand five hundred souls. The 
Rey. Mr. Hinman pftched his tent in the 
camp and again began his work. The In- 
dians were now where they could be 
reached. They realizedas they never had 
before the folly of their heathen religion. 
They voluntarily brought to him their 
medicine-bags, their charms, and_ their 
war-spears, things a wild Indian never 
parts with, and gave them up as asign 
that they wished to be taught the religion 
of Christ. The few Christians and the 
older children who had been baptized 
were made his catechists, and from early 
morn to latest eve they were busy in tell- 
ing the good news of the Gospel. I have 
confirmed over one hundred Indians dur- 
ing the winter, and have never witnessed 
a more devout, childlike and earnest 
spirit than that seen among these children 
of the forest, whom the mercy of God had 
led to the Saviour. You can imagine 
what music it was to our ears to hear 
hundreds of voices joining in sweet songs 
of praise and uniting in prayer to God. 
In the same camp the Presbyterian mis- 
sionary has been carrying on his work 
among those of the Indians who were 
under his influence, and I believe with a 
good reward. 

When the Government decided to send 
these men to the upper Missouri, the Rey. 
Mr. Hinman came to me and said: “ Bish- 
op, 1 gave my heart to this work when 
you seut me to preach Christ to the 
heathen. Then all looked well, now all is 
dark. I cannot leave them. I know the 
danger, the trial,”and the hardship, but I 
must go with my flock, if it is to the Rocky 
Mountains.” I wept for joy. The last 
day’s services which I held in the Indian 
camp we met at the Lord’s table. The 
holy communion was celebrated in the 
open air, and about one hundred and fifty 
Indians received it at our hands. I know 
not what is to be the future of this peo- 
ple. I believe God has heard our prayer 
and that many of them have believed 
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unto salvation. A few days before they 
left T asked an irreligious man to tell me 
his impressions of this work. Hesaid: “I 
have lived thirty years on the border. I 
never met a purer Christian than your 
missionary. I never saw men who seem 
to be more in earnest than your Christ- 
ian Indians. If the Government would 
do its duty, I believe the nation could be 
saved. But while I say this I know they 
are only men. I have seen too many 
white men give up faith in God to have 
confidence in man, but I do believe they 
will compare to day favorably with any 
Christian white men under the same cir- 
cumstances and trials.” 

As this mission will still be nearer to 
me than any other Bishop, I have asked 
my brother Bishop Talbot to leave it in 
my care. Perhaps it may seem childish, 
but you know how we love any thing we 
work for, and we all feel that our past 
experience gives us a knowledge which 
others can not have. Whatever be the re- 
sult of my application, I shall follow the 
mission with love and prayer. I thank 
you, .dear brother, and all who have aided 
me in my cares and trials, and ask your / 
prayers. ease 

P. S.—Since I commenced this letter, I 


have received the glad news that the 


pupils of Mrs. Ogden Hoffman’s school 
will furnish me with all the Dacotah 
Hymn-books and Testaments that I need. 
May God reward them for their love. 


Lake City, ete.—Rev. J. W. Shatzel. 


Since my arrival here in April, I have 
been busily engaged in the duties of my 
station. Our parish is small and strug- 
eling, and needs all the labor and care 
that can be bestowed upon it. Owing to 
the fact that our communicants are mainly 
females, we have been as yet unable to 
organize a vestry, and perhaps may have 
to wait some time longer to effect this 
result. Men in the West are not so 
prompt in the discharge of their Christ- 
ian duties as the other sex, and, as a con- 
sequence, their interest in Church matters 
is owing frequently to the influence of 
their wives and daughters. And I am 
happy to say, this influence is often and 
most consistently exerted. Our own 
parish has been kept together since the 
withdrawal of my predecessor, last Sep- 
tember, by the zealous care of the ladies 
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of the flock, who gathered every Lord’s 
day the children together for Church in- 
struction ; and, by their care and kindness, 
succeeded, in some instances, in attach- 
ing to their school the children of families 
of other denominations. 

This is a most delightful spot, and I am 
thankful that our heavenly Father, in di- 
recting me hither, has smoothed the way 
of his servant, by calling me to such a 
charming country and climate. Lake 
City is a good centre for Church exten- 
sion; and our excellent Bishop’s influence 
here is very great. From the several 
points in this vicinity already occupied 
by your missionaries, he has arranged a 
system of codperation, by which the good 
work may be extended back into the im- 
mediate interior. May God prosper it in 
his time. 

We have had services, with sermons, 
twice every Lord’s day, and also daily 
morning prayer, except: on. Saturdays. 
Our Sunday services are well attended, 
and the number is increasing. The 
Church is liked in this western coun- 
try, and, by the blessing of God, *will 
haye a glorious future. Our great effort 
now is to build a church edifice, and I 
haye secured a lot of ground to be donat- 
ed to us aS soon as we are prepared to 
build; all we need, therefore, is the funds. 
One thousand to twelve hundred dollars 
would be sufficient to erect a neat church, 
and had we this, our church would rapid- 
ly increase. As it is, she has a good foot- 
hold here, and could some of our eastern 
brethren witness the solicitude with which 
our little flock watch the problem of a per- 
manent church, I think some of them 
would be willing to assist us. I pray 
God they may be moved to do so. 

Of the necessity of continued and earn- 
est labor for Christ in our western country, 
it is not necessary to say much. There is 
avast amount of infidelity and reckless- 
ness in regard to religion. All sorts and 
phases of error and unbelief prevail; and 
thousands, tossed about from one form of 
doctrine to another, have settled down into 
a listlessness in reference to all religion, 
which is one of the saddest sights I ever 
witnessed. Whatwill become of our land 
if this is allowed to continue? Here, if 
any where, is the field to labor; here 
Christ stands and calls on his servants 
to bear his cross among these practically 
heathen. Here his Gospel must be preach- 
ed; and would we had three times the 
laborers we have, that they might carry 
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the truth through the length and breadth 
of our State ! 


St. Cloud.—Rev. Geo. Stewart. 


When I came here a year and a half 
ago, I found a mere handful of a congre- 
gation, with as filthy a church building , 


‘as my foot was ever in, with doors stand- 


ing open, and every fastening broke off 
them. I found no Sunday-school, and, I 
may say, no one that*cared for the souls 
of children. I immediately had the church 
cleaned and put in reasonably good repair. 

I commenced a Sunday-school, which 
soon became very interesting, and now 
numbers eighty-nine. 

I had at first about ten or fifteen for a 
congregation, but at present the church, 
which will seat about one hundred and 
twenty, is almost full, regularly. 

Your missionary has seen much both 
to encourage and discourage him. He 
lives in a very godless community. I 
thank God that I have a few that honor 
his name by a holy life. No wonder that 
the hand of God is heavy upon us ; the 
wonder would be if it were not. I often 
think, could those who know. nothing of 
frontier life, and of the painful position of 
a missionary on the frontier, only realize 
but for one short week what he has to 
bear alone, with how much more freedom 
would they give of that wherewith God 
has blessed them, to his support; with 
how much more earnestness would they 
pray for him, that God might give him 
more and more of his sustaining grace. 

I occupy the extreme outpost in the State 
of Minnesota. Thereis no parish north or 
west of me in the United States, until the 
Pacific Ocean is reached; and this being a 
flourishing town at the head of navigation 
on the Mississippi, it is, therefore, a point 
of great importance to the Church. If 
some kind friend of children and Sunday- 
schools would send us twenty or twenty- 
five copies of the Children’s Guest, pub- 
lished by our Sunday School Union, they 
would do-us a great kindness, and we 
should be very thankful for them. 


Rochester, ete.—Rev.C. Woodward. 


During the quarter just closed, four 
adults and nineteen children have been 
baptized, and nineteen persons confirmed. 


‘The ages of those confirmed varied from 
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thirteen to eighty-six ; between these ex- 
tremes, one was fifty-four, and another 
seventy-three, who also received baptism. 
Nearly all had been educated outside of 
* the Church. One of these persons, with 

whom I had several conferences on the 
subject of holy baptism, and afterward 
thus admitted to the Church, told me that 
he had long waited for that ‘‘ experience” 
of religion which his early religious guides 
and others had described to him as the 
work of the Spirit upon man as the pas- 
sive subject thereof; but that he had be- 
‘come more and more convinced of the rea- 
sonableness as well as solemn import of the 
inquiry, ‘‘ What shall we do ?”’(Acts 2 : 37,) 
and felt that, after waiting out the full 
term of “three score years and ten,” for 
the inward change, it was high time, if 
ever, to act, to do the Lord’s bidding, to 
obey his Gospel. 

In the month of January, I made a very 
interesting visit to Austin, the capital of 
Mower county, forty miles from this, where 
the Bishop hopes soon to send a mission- 
ary to take charge there, in connection 
with Albert Lea, twenty miles farther 
westward. There are a few Church peo- 
ple in both places who are very desirous of 
missionary services, and promise to con- 
tribute liberally to sustain them. Austin 
is pleasantly situated on the Cedar River, 
as also upon the Cedar Valley Railroad, 
which is now in process of construction. 
It is surrounded by a fine, fertile country, 
which is being steadily improved. 

By appointment of the Bishop, I have 
also held divine service at Wasioja, and 
at Mantorville, in Dodge county. Here, 
likewise, the people express a wish to 
have a missionary stationed among them; 
but it is questionable whether they have 
liberality and stability enough to war- 
rant it. 
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Nemaha, etc.—Rev. Isaac A. Hager. 

Dvrine the past six months I have en- 
deavored to perform the work of the 
Church in the somewhat extended field 
assigned me by my Bishop and the Com- 
mittee. 

As before, Plattsmouth and Nemaha 
City only have received regular and stated 
services, the appointments at other places 
being made at such times as seemed most 
expedient. . 
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Plattsmouth has had services one Sun- 
day in each month. There being no other 
suitable room in the town, we have used 
the Methodist place of worship, which was 
very kindly put at our disposal by the 
trustees of that society. I thought it 
best, however, to pay a ‘small sum, (one 
dollar per Sunday,) as an equivalent for 
its use, and a suitable return for the kind- 
ness. It seems better to “‘ pay as we go,”’ 
and so to avoid any possible future settle- 
ments, which are sometimes of an unplefs- 
ant character. A school room has lately 
been fitted up in the place, which, when 
last there, I secured for our use hereafter, 
While I can report no great things as the 
results of the past six months’ work, yet I 
can see that the Church is gaining ground. 
This is shown in the increased size of our 
congregations, in the heartier use of the 
service, and in the greater interest mani- 
fested by some of the young men of the 
place, who render me much, and often 
valuable assistance in my work. I can- 
not but feel that more frequent services 
and more pastoral work would result in 
much good—much greater than we now 
can®*see ; and it is cause for regret when 
the salary is provided for by the Commit- 
tee, that the man cannot be found ready 
and willing to accept the mission at Platts- 
mouth and Bellevue. I hope it will soon 
be supplied, not only for the good of this 
station, but so that I may have more time 
for the itinerant work in places where, as 
yet, the Church is unknown. I report in 
Plattsmouth three baptisms and two mar- 
riages. 

By invitation of a bachelor friend, I 
went, on the morning of the second Sun- 
day after Trinity, to his farm, twelve miles 
west of Plattsmouth. When I arrived, 
I found myself in sight of no house but 
his own, and wondered where the congre- 
gation was to come from, as I had seen 
but few farms in the neighborhood. But 
soon the people began to come, in farm 
wagons, on horseback and on foot, until 
about sixty people were gathered—having 
come from two to six miles. The house 
was too small, and we had the service 
under a large oak tree. If the sentence 
were printed in ‘‘the mission service,” I 
should have begun with, ‘‘The Lord is in 
his holy temple ;” for I felt that he was 
there, and that we worshipped in a tem- 
ple not “made with hands.” 

English people were present who had 


not heard the service for years before, 


(thirteen years in one case,) and they evi- 
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dently enjoyed it very much. One of 
them rode three miles on horseback, with 
one child in his arms, and a second cling- 
ing on behind him, while his wife walked 
with a third,’ It was a rather hard way 
to get to church, for the sun was very hot ; 
but they seemed paid for their pains, and 
went away afterward with words of thank- 
fulness in their mouths, and, I doubt not, 
thanksgivings to God in their hearts. I 
promised to come to them again in about 
a month. 

Nemaha City has had monthly services, 


besides one given by Bishop Talbot, in: 


January last, when he baptized three 
children. The work there seems to be in 
a good condition. More frequent services 
are certainly much to be desired, and 
would be highly appreciated; but with 
our present clerical force, they can not 
be had without taking away from other 
places, where, perhaps, equal good may be 
done. As in all our western towns, the 
religious sentiments of the people are very 
various, ranging all along, from error to 
truth, from infidelity to Churchmanship ; 
and while, at the least, the Church is now 
as strong, and commands as much respect 
an any of the Christian bodies represented 
there, yet I suppose she is, in the com- 
mon estimation, only as one of many, 
among whom it may be hard. to choose, 
save by preference. Church principle, 
however, is better understood than it was 
two years since, and this is opening the 
way for more evident success. Beside 
the baptism of children noticed above, I 
report the baptism of two adults. 

After my second service at Nemaha, on 
Sunday last, accompanied by a friend, I 
rode about ten miles, to London, where 
Thad appointed a third service. A con- 
gregation of twenty-eight persons assem- 
bled. It was the first Church service ever 
held in the place, and, as I soon found, 
the first that the congregation ever had 
attended. It was a novel experience for 
me, for I never before had a congrega- 
tion from whom I could get no response. 
But there we had a duet between my 
friend and myself. I was forcibly remind- 
ed of what I have somewhere read about 
the English parson and his clerk, who 
monopolized the whole service. Yet the 
congregation listened, and with eyes ac- 
companied us with evidentinterest; there 
were audible tokens of assent to the 
Church’s prayers, though not always 


given at the right places, and I am confi- 


dent that, upon a second visit, the seem- 
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ing strangeness of the service would in a 
measure pass away, and the people would 
unite with the voice, as some then appear- 
ed to join with the heart, in the prayer 
and praises of the Church. 
At Wyoming and vicinity, I have held 


several services, and have baptized two 
The Church 


seems to have gained the sympathy and 


adults and mine children. 


regard, if not the actual membership, of 
all who were not connected with the 
Methodists, who, as is usual, were at 
Wyoming before her. ; 

At Avoca, seven miles from Wyoming, 
there has been one service, which seemed 
much to please the people, and I am to 


visit them again as I have opportunity, | 


giving, perhaps, a regular monthly serv- 
ice—the morning at Avoca, and afternoon 
at Wyoming. 

At Delaware City, ten miles west of 
Nebraska City, I have held two services, 
and haye baptized one child. In this 
vicinity there are several Scotch, Irish, 
and English families, among whom, I trust, 


good may be done by giving them occa- 


sional services, and trying to lead, them 
back to the old fold.’ At my first service 
there, one man told me that it was twenty- 
five years since he last heard the Church 
service in England. His whole life in this 
country has been spent upon the frontier, 
and never until then did the Church come 
to him. 

At Pleasant Grove one service has’ been 
held, and I have assisted the Rector of St. 
Mary’s, Nebraska City, upon several occa- 
sions, and have held services one Sunday 
in Omaha. 

The aggregate number of persons at- 
tending my missionary services during the 
past half year is about one thousand six 
hundred, the number of different persons 
making up this aggregate being about 
four hundred and seventy-five, and the 
several congregations ranging in numbers 
from seven to one hundred, the average 
being about forty. a 

The more I labor in the field committed 
to me, the more do I feel that the itinerant 
system is the only one by which the 
Church can meet the wants and needs of 
the people in our territories, and only so 
can she cover the whole ground. The 
population is so sparse and scattered over 
so large an extent of country, that only so 
can it be reached. A congregation num- 
bering forty people seldom assembles, but 
that some persons come five or six miles. 

Delaware City, for example, contains 
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one house, in which I hold service.- There 
are two houses distant from this, in near- 
ly opposite directions, about half a mile 
each; they are the nearest; others are 
one, two, three, and six miles away. From 
these my last congregation came, and 
numbered forty-one. Certainly. a settled 
clergy cannot do any thing in such a coun- 
try as this, and one missionary is but. lit- 
tle better than none. Work as hard as he 
may, he can hardly begin to occupy the 
field. Next Sunday, for instance, my ap- 
pointment will require me to drive twelve 
miles to my first service, then seven miles 
to the second, then eight miles to the 
third, and then three miles home. With 
such work I haye been able to hold seryice 
at seven different places besides my regu- 
lar appointments at Nemaha City and 
Plattsmouth. But what are seven, when 
a hundred might be found? Brownville, 
the largest town in Nebraska, south of 
Nebraska City, has never had but one 
service, given by the Bishop nearly three 
years since. Peru, a town larger than 
Nemaha, has never had one, and there 
are other towns, and scores of school and 
farm houses, where congregations of from 
twenty to a hundred people might be gath- 
ered together, where the missionary of 
the Church is unknown, where the Church 
service has never been heard, and hever 
will be, unless the number of mission- 
aries is increased. Ten men, content to 
preach the truth to small congregations, 
and to lead the strayed and wandering 
sheep back to the fold of Christ, could 
find enough to do in the field committed 
tomy charge. Shallwehavemore? Shall 
we have even one more? A friend of 
mine, an earnest and devoted itinerant 
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missionary of a body of Christians not so 
large, or able, or influential as the Church, 
told me a few days since, that he had 
written to his Board of Missions for four 
additional missionaries for this field, and 
that his petition had been granted—five 
itinerants to the Church’s one! Is it 
strange that the Church is always behind- 
hand, or that a man, a member of the 
Baptist Church, said to me, after attending 
my service at London, last Sunday even- 
ing, “I never knew before that your 
Church had any missionaries?” It may 
be true that the people have not asked for 
more missionaries. It is not altogether 
true, for persons in places where I have 
held a few services have many times ask- 
ed if I could not come oftener, and I have 
been sent for by those to whom I haye 
not yet been able to go; but in one sense 
itis true. ‘I'he Church has not been sent 
for by those who know nothing about her, 
or by those who never heard of her, and 
who never will until she shall obey her 
Lord’s command, and “‘ go” to them. She 
claims to act under that command, and 
she ought to be the last to wait till she is 
sent for; she was never told to wait for 
that. I said that some do not know any 
thing about the Church. Let me close 
with an illustration of the fact. I stopped 
last Sunday night with a good man —a 
class leader in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. - He said to me, ‘‘I know noth- 
ing of your denomination;’’ and among 
other questions, asked me: ‘‘ Do you be- 
lieve in baptism?” I doubt if he knew 
enough about the Church even to think it 
“just like the Roman Catholics,” as so 
many do. 
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Protestant Episcopal Church, 


WE have great pleasure in laying before our readers the third in the 
Series of letters recently received from the venerable missionary in 
Athens. The first two letters were published in our July number. 

The subjects discussed therein are of the deepest interest; and none 
can fail to find in the facts presented grounds for devout gratitude to 
God. The belief that he has in his wisdom and gracious condescension 
employed the Greek Mission as one of the chief instruments in the ac- 
complishment of that which is now witnessed in the kingdom of Greece, 
must, as Doctor Hill remarks, be regarded with unfeigned thankfulness. 

The hearts of our readers will, we are sure, respond with affectionate 
sympathy to what is said by Doctor Hill, of the failing strength of him- 
self and Mrs. Hill, and pray that God will spare his servants for-the fur- 


ther prosecution of their important work. 
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GREECE. 


Letter from Rev. Dr. Hill. 


Artuexs, June 16th, 1863. 

Reverenp AnD Dear Brotuer: We 
are now drawing nigh the close of this 
scholastic year, which, commencing on 
the first of September, terminates on 
the first of July, (0. s.) During the whole 
of this period, we have struggled on with 
no little difficulty. “Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped,” and “by his right hand 
and his mighty arm” we have been won- 
derfully sustained. We were sorely tempt- 
“ed at times to give up; but a work of 
such long standing, and of such public 
notoriety as this, recognized, as it has al- 
ways been, as among the most important 
‘instruments, in the hands of God, in the 
moral regeneration of this people, was not 
to be hastily abandoned. We considered 
it expedient therefore to continue our 
‘schools in operation, at almost any risk, 


resolving, however, to reduce them, as 
circumstances permitted, to meet not 
only the difficulties of the times, but the 
possibility of diminished ability and en- 
ergy on the part of Mrs. Hill and myself, 
arising from our advancing years. I have 
been laid aside for nearly three months of 
the present year, by an attack of illness, 
which was at no time dangerous, but ex- 
cessively tedious. In general, we enjoy, 
through God’s blessing, unusually good 
health; and in a climate so genial as this, 
through the same Divine aid, I may hope 
that the concomitants of age (advanced 
beyond the “three-score years and ten”’ 
of the psalmist) may be for some time 
longer deferred; but still we recognize 
that 


“ The harbingers are come! see, see their mark ! 
White is their color, and behold my head!” 


We have had these thoughts in view for 
the last two years, and we have been en- 


deavoring to carry them out gradually. 
But we were restrained from making any 
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very sensible diminution in the number of 
our pupils, from the conscientious con- 
sideration that while this would, of course, 
so far relieve us, personally, from the 
labor of superintending a large number, 
yet that the expense of instructing many 
or few will always be pretty nearly the 
same. There would be an economy of 
physical and mental wear and tear in 
favor of the responsible heads of the 
establishment, but no material saving of 
expense. Three hundred scholars may 
be taught with the same staff of teachers 
as would be required to educate properly 
only one hundred, but the relief of super- 
intendence and missionary care on the 
part of the principals would be immense 
in the latter case. 


The last year, as you are aware, has. 
h > 


been one of great political importance to 
Greece. Those events culminated in Oc- 
tober last, in the dethronement of King 
Otho, and the expulsion of the royal pair. 
The admirable conduct of the Greeks dur- 
ing the eight subsequent months, has gain- 
ed for them a character for self-control 
which few expected. Notwithstanding the 
prediction of Otho and the Queen, that “in 
a rhonth after their departure, the Greeks 
would be cutting each other’s throats,” no 
acts of violence occurred. Although their 
political condition was precisely one of an- 
archy, (in its literal meaning, “ without a 
ruler,”) there was not the slightest degree 
of anarchy, in its metaphorical and com- 
mon meaning, (“disorder,”’ ‘unbridled 
turbuleace.”) Their political condition, 
in fact, was just that of the Israelites in 
the time of the Judges: “There was no 
king, (in Greece,) and every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes.” Yet 
no one can say, with truth, what is re- 
corded of the Jews of those days, in al- 
most every page of the book of Judges: 
“And the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the Lord,” etc., etc. Their desire 
to obtaif an English Protestant king, was 
a remarkable evidence of their apprecia- 
tion of good government, and of sound re- 
ligious principle as its best basis; and no 
doubt this hope kept them from the nat- 
urally, bad consequences of an entire re- 
lease from “law and order.” But even if 
we place their self-control upon no higher 
ground, they are deserving of all praise 
when we consider that they were deomed 
to be grievously disappointed in their first 
choice of a king. Still there were no out- 
breaks, in spite of all the efforts of the 
emissaries of the exiled family, and the 
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jealousy of the Roman Catholic Courts at 
their determination to have none but a 
Protestant king, and of one who enjoyed 
the full approval of England. I know that 
it has been extensively asserted in Euro- 
pean journals, and perhaps also in our own, 
that ‘anarchy reigned in Greece,” and 
especially in Athens; and that all sorts of 
disorders were committed here. These 
were, all either exaggerations of trifling 
and ordinary events, or deliberate false- 
hoods. As 2 proof that there could not 
at any time have been any very alarming 
condition of disorder here, I would men- 
tion that during the greatest excitement 
of the revolution in October, there were 
only two days on which the scholars of 
our schools did not venture to come to the 
school.. On Wednesday, the twenty-sec- 
ond, the schools were as full as usual, al- 
though every one knew that the day 
would not pass off without a popular and 
military outbreak. It commenced that 
evening. Several families who thought 
themselves compromised took refuge in 
our house. The next day, before day- 
break, the King was declared dethroned, 
and the provisional government was es- 
tablished. In the afternoon of that day, 
the King and Queen returned from an ex- 
cursion by sea, on board a Greek cor- 
vette. They were advised, when still five 
miles outside, not to approach; were 
transferred the next day to an English 
frigate, and sent away. The whole city 
was given up to joy, and of course the 
schools were closed; but on Monday 
(Saturday and Sunday intervening, which 
are holidays) all our pupils appeared in 
their places ; and there has not been a day 
since to prevent the operation of our work, 
or to keep away a single pupil from the 
schools on account of public tumult! With 
the exception of a few accidents, (which 
were unavoidable in a popular commotion 
in which some thirty or forty thousand 
people were engaged,) there was no blood- 
shed. The Germans, especially those who 
were about the Court, were greatly alarm- 
ed, but not one was injured or insulted. 
The Rev. Mr. Hansen, the Queen’s chap- 
lain, was so alarmed that he fled from his 
house, with his wife, and took refuge with 
us, bringing with him a German young 
lady, an orphan and a protegée of the 
Queen. They remained with us a week 
before they could embark for Trieste. I 
assured Mr. Hansen that there was no dis- 
position to injure or insult him, as he was 
known to be a Protestant minister; and I 


persuaded him to walk through the throng- 
ed public streets with me, arm in arm, 
without fear. The Roman Catholic con- 
fessor of the King, however, was the ob- 
ject of the people’s hatred, and both he 
and the King’s private Secretary, Baron 
Wentland, with difficulty got aboard the 
Haglish ship. | 

From my recent communications, you 
_ will not fail to see what an important and 
‘remarkable religious sentiment has been 
evolved out of this revolution. I shall not 
enlarge upon this, but I would again call 
your attention and that of all our Christ- 
ian friends and supporters of this mission, 
(and even of those who have not well un- 
derstood its comprehensiveness,) to my ob- 
servations upon this subject. Surely it is 
cause of no little gratification to us per- 
sonally, and of unfeigned thankfulness to 
God, that we can with good reason regard 
this manifestation of public feeling in fa- 
vor of what we consider the purest form 
of Christianity, as having been brought 
about, under God's guiding hand and 
blessing, in a great measure, through the 
instrumentality of this mission! Now, 
when we feel that our labors must soon 
be diminished ; now, when the scaffold- 
ing which we erected to build up our 
structure (for so I denominated our mis- 
sion-schools in a former letter) may safe- 
ly be taken down, we have been. privi- 
leged to hear a whole nation’s cry for an 
English Protestant prince, as it were “the 
shouting when the headstone was brought 
forth” of that building whose foundation 
was laid more than thirty-two years ago 
- in the little vaulted cellar of the only 
habitable dwelling in the then Turkish 
village of Athens! “Truly this is the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes.” 

_ What may be our future course, time 
and circumstances will show us. ‘‘ The 
poor have we always with us,” and from 
that class we shall ever have a sufficient 
number of objects for our “‘ work and la- 
bor which proceed of love,” who look up 
to us as their benefactors and spiritual 
teachers, to make us feel that. we are 
worthily occupying this field. There can 
be little doubt, from what we see and 
know, that there is a religious Eastern 
question to be settled, as well as a politi- 
cal one. Perhaps we may be called to 
take a part therein; and the experience 
of heads which have become hoary in the 
endeayor to work out a great principle, 
may be appealed to by those who are 


Greece. 


183. 


vt ” 
younger, whose privilege it may be to 
bring it to its consummation. 

When this letter reaches you, Mrs. Hill 
will have entered her sixty-fifth year, and 
two months later, I shall have closed my 
seventy-first year. We can no longer 
make plans for the future. ; Day by day 
we must do what our hands find to do. 
The future, which must hereafter occupy 
our thoughts, must be contemplated from 
Pisgah’s height. The land of rest, seen 
from thence, will revive our strength, and 
encourage us through the period that may 
yet be allotted us before we “ enter there- 
in.” ie 

In bringing this long communication toa 
close, l have only toadd one or two remarks. 
I have endeavored to trace out the remark- 
able way in which the principles of this 
mission have been brought out, and its im- 
portance as a link of the great chain which 
is, in due time, to bind in one bond the 
scattered flock of Christ’s fold in these 
regions. This really noble mission seem- 
ed to be a mere educational scheme ; and 
it was sometimes referred to as, ‘that 
school at Athens!’ But I hspe I have 
succeeded in showing that it always had 
far nobler objects in view than ever such 
persons imagined. Some of these objects 
have been accomplished, and much re- 
mains still to be done. ‘‘ Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped.” Perhaps he. has yet 
more work for us in the accomplishment 
of his gracious designs in these parts of 
his kingdom! The questions now before 
the Church are of the deepest importance, 
and I wish those to whom I now address 
myself would deeply ponder them along 
with those leadings of providence which 
have brought us to our present hopeful 
condition. If this be done, I think they 
will not fail to trace the beginnings of 
those strivings after better things to about 
the same period in the history of this mis- 
sion, to which I alluded at the outset, 
when God’s Holy Spirit began to move on 
the face of the waters, and the deadness 
which had so long hung over all mission- 
ary efforts began to be lifted up. 

I shall do my best to send you another 
letter by the post of next week, when I 
hope to be able to inform you that the 
young king of Greece elect has accepted 
the offered throne. 

With Christian regards to the members 
of the Committee, 1 remain yours faith- 
fully. 

P. S.— We are perfectly quiet, and I beg 
to assure you and our friends everywhere,, 
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that we have never been disturbed or 
alarmed for a single hour since the revo- 
lution of October last. The agents of 
the fallen dynasty, and French jealousy 
of English influence, which is now, and 
has been since the revolution, paramount, 
invent all sorts of false reports, and some- 
times endeavor to make them truths by 
exciting tumults, but they have never 
succeeded. : 


——+-0 «——_. 
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Letter from Rev. E. M. Thomson. 


Smaneuat, May 5th, 1863. 


Rey. anp Dear Sir: I suppose you 
have received letters from Bishop Boone, 
speaking of his absence fromShanghai. I 
have heard from him, and am very happy 
to say Mrs. Boone is much improved in 
health, though not entirely well. There 
is nothing of special interest to write from 
the Mission. All of us, only two, who are 
here, are quite well. Our work is going on 
very regularly; but the mind of the peo- 
ple seems only bent on the present world. 
We labor and sow the seed in hope and 
faith. I wrote you a very long account of 
my schools, but I suppose it has not come 
to hand. 

My present work is almost the same, 
haying charge of the press; besides, we 
are getting out the Epistle to the Romans, 
a most difficult work, in Chinese. I have 
to look after both copy and proof while 
the Bishop is away. I then have my five 
schools to look after, two of which Miss 
Fay has left to me, and three of our own 
Mission ; we have one besides, which Chai 
takes charge of. A school requires far 
more labor than one would think from the 
appearance; in fact, you can give as much 
time as you can spare to it. After the 
schools, I speak three times a week to the 
outside heathen, and then I have a service 
on Wednesday afternoon for the Christ- 
jans, and two services Sunday. The Eng- 
lish prayer-meeting devolves on me while 
the Bishop is away, and the little secular 
accounts, etc., of the Mission. I am glad 
to say Mr. Collins and Mr. Smith have 
aided me in the foreign preaching on Sun- 
day nights; but Mr. Smith has gone, and 
Mr. Collins goes this week, I fear. But I 
hope he may remain over Sunday. 

I have not time to write you a full re- 
port; and for this reason, to let you know 
what I am about, I send these few lines. 
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How much I would like to hear there was 
some one that could be sent to help me! 
Just to have a fellow-worker is pleasant. — 
I have not heard from Mr. Schereschew- 
sky for a week or two; he was well, but 
still very much trammeled from any out- 
ward work by the Mandarins, whom Mr. 
Bruce seems rather to favor. ; 
There was a strong rebel place taken 
near us a few days since called Tai-tsong ; 
all is quiet around us within thirty miles. 
With kind regards, I remain yours. ~ 
P.S.—The Japanese ultimatum is ex- 
pected every hour. We all fear a war 
very much. They have yet to try the 
foreigner’s power. 3 
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Miss Conover, it will be seén, has been 
driven from her work at Yokohama. 

We are not advised that the Rev. Mr. 
Williams has been disturbed at Nagasaki. 
It is reasonable, however, to suppose he 
will be obliged to leave, unless there be a 
speedy settlement of the difficulties which 
have arisen between the English and Ja- 
panese Goveraoments. 


Letter from Miss J. R. Conover. 
Yoxouama, Japan, May Tth, 18638. 
My Drar Sir: By a vessel which is 
expected to leave here for San Francisco, 
I send you a few lines. I little thought, 
however, that my first letter would con- 
vey to you not only the news of my arriy- 
al, but also that I am obliged to leave 
Japan. Our lives are in danger, and I 
have decided to go to Shanghai. I have 
taken passage on board’the bark Rattle- 
snake, and my things are all on board, I 
wrote to the Bishop on my arrival, and 
asked his advice, in case I had to leave 
here, what I should do; but Mr. Smith in- 
forms me that as the Bishop did not ex- 
pect to be in Shanghai till the first of May, 
I could not wait to receive his answer, 
I, however, consulted with Dr. Hepburn 
and Mr. Smith, and both thought it was 
best for me to go to Shanghai. I decided 
on this four days ago, and since then 
things have become worse and worse. I 
must refer you to Mr. Smith for particulars 
of the present state of things; but I will 

try and give you the outlines, ; 
,, On my arrival here, the last of March, 
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there waS some feeling of uneasiness lest 
* the demands of the English government 
should not be acceded to, and that a war 
would be the result. These demands 
were, that the murderer of Mr. Richardson 
should -be given up, and that they should 
pay $500,000 or $600,000 as indemnity 
to those who suffered at the same time, 
(September 14th, 1862.) Twenty days, be- 
ginning April 6th, were allowed the Japan- 
ese government to consider this matter; 
but before the time expired, an extension 
of fifteen days was asked for, and grant- 
ed them. Still another has been asked 
for, and has been granted, beginning on 
the sixth instant. Although no answer has 
as yet been returned by the government, 
the universal feeling is, that it will be an 
adverse one. From all we can learn, it is 
pretty certain that they have determined 
to resist. . 

- The Samri, or the two-sworded officials, 
are warriors both by birth and profession. 
They are eager for war, and are very con- 
fident that nothing can withstand their 
swords. They have no idea of: the power 
of a western foe, or of the modes of west- 
ern warfare. The feeling is growing 
stronger and stronger among foreigners 
that it is the intention of the Japanese 
government to utterly exterminate all for- 
eigners and shut up the country. The ter- 
rorism which has prevailed during the 
past week is past all description. The 
governor of Kanagawa issued a proclama- 
tion that the natives should retire to the 
country, so as to be out of harm’s way. 
The consequence was, a regular stampede 
of people, both from Yokohama and Kan- 
agawa. Our servants became alarmed 
and went off, leaving us entirely without 
any. One has since returned, but his stay 
is vegy uncertain. The village across the 
canal, which Dr. Hepburn’s house over- 
looks, is almost deserted. The roads have 
been full of people moving their goods. 
The custom-house withdrew its supply of 
rice to the five thousand men which are 
employed there, and this of itself would 
be sufficient to account for the panic which 
has existed for a few days past. Mr. 
Pruyn, the American Minister, is endeay- 
oring to obtain from the Japanese one of 
the steamers they have recently purchased 
from foreigners. If he succeed in this, 
the American residents will have a place 
of refuge; at the same time it will test 
whether we Americans are the favored na- 
tion in their eyes. Some think his suc- 
cess in obtaining this very doubtful. We 
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have no vessel of war here at this time. 
The Wyoming, which was expected, struck 
on a rock in the China sea,. and had to 
put into Amoy for repairs. The Consul, we 
hear, intends to detain all American mer- 
chant vessels until something positive is 
known. This was contradicted yesterday, 
and I heard that the Rattlesnake would go 
as soon as she had her cargo in. There 
have been several assaults upon foreigners, 
and the Japanese think the settlement will 
be set on fire. Nearly every foreigner, 
both men and women, go about armed. 
A lady called the other day with a pistol 
in each pocket. I hope to go on board 
ship either to-day or to-morrow, but I 
shall not feel out of danger till we get be- 
yond the entrance to the bay, for we hear 
that a heavy chain is tobe stretched across 
to prevent the passage of foreign vessels. 
A grand council has been sitting at 
Miaco, where the spiritual sovereign or 
Mikado resides. The Tycoon left Yedo on 
1st April for Miaco, and there have been 
assembled all the Daimios or Princes. Of 
the eighteen most powerful ones, it is said 
that only one or two are m favor of for- 
eign intercourse. One of the matters they 
have had under discussion is that of clos- 
ing the country against other nations. By 
this time, no doubt, it is all settled, and 
the Tycoon, we hear, has left Miaco, but 
will not return to Yedo at this time, but 
will stop at a castle in the country. One 
report says he has abdicated. The foreign 
force here at this time is not sufficient to 
defend Yokohama, a matter which is much 
to be deplored, for if foreigners are driven 
from this place, it will ‘be a very difficult 
thing to come back again. Every one is 
packing up, and their goods will be stored 
either on board ship or in fire-proof ware- 
houses. This is a great breaking up of all 
our plans. Dr. Hepburn feels very sad at 
the thought of leaving Japan and the loss 
of this Mission property. He will stand 
by it till the last. He has not yet decided 
where he shall go in case he has to leave, 
but he seems to prefer going to Amoy or 
Macao. I have not been able to do any 
missionary work, not having been able to 
procure a teacher or get any scholars. I 
have, however, been studying Chinese, 
and shall feel ready to go to work in- 
Shanghai. I trust the Committee will ap- 
prove of the change I am about to make. 
My only regret in coming to Japan is the 
extra expense to which it has put the 
Board. I shall draw only enough to de- 
fray the expense of board, etc., until I 
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reach Shanghai. Iam in excellent health, 
and hope, by God’s blessing, to do a good 
stroke of work in China, I am glad to 
see the way open for my return to it. 

The door of, usefulness seems about to 
be closed for a time in this land, but as 
Christians, we can confidently expect to 
see it opened wider than ever. A bloody 
struggle may be the means which God 
sees best for bringing this about. We 
feel, in a great measure, as the mission- 
aries in India must have felt in their sea- 
son of trial. The Lord deliver us from 
a like fate, or else give us grace so to take 
such a visitation, that, after this painful 
life is ended, we may dwell with him in 
life everlasting. 

The circumstances under which this is 
written must be my excusé for the errors 
and incoherencies with which it is filled. 
With kind remembrances to all the mem- 
bers of the Foreign Committee, [am theirs 
and yours in the Gospel of Christ. 
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Letter from Bishop Payne. 


CavaLua, June 9th, 1863. 


Rey. ano Dear Brotuer: We can read- 
ily understand, as stated in your favor of 
April 5th, that the tidings ef deaths in the 
Mission must have saddened many hearts ; 
and it is feared that the tidings of so much 
change since, may be very discouraging. 
But God does not allow us for one moment 
to doubt that “he doeth all things well.” 
_ In patience, quietness, and confidence must 
be our strength and comfort. It is some 
encouragement from without to know that 
“if Mr, A was not ready to come, Mr. 
C——, of Philadelphia, has faith to believe 
that some others will do so, and stands 
ready to help them to doso. We need 
laborers, but only such as are qualified for 
the work. But as we raise up catechists 
and ministers here, it becomes more and 
more important that such foreigners as 
come out shall be qualified to lead. Such 
persons, in my opinion, will be long need- 
ed in this, as in all other missions among 
the heathen. I have read much of late 
(chiefly from the Secretaries of the Church 
Missionary Society and the A. B.C. F. 
Missions) of supplying a native pastorate. 
It is intimated in all that the foreign mis- 
sionaries are at fault. But in truth the 
foreign missionaries alone realize how slow 
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and difficult it is to raise up censistent, 


pious, intelligent Christian guides from the » 


mire and filth of heathenism. Ouly recall 
the history of this Mission, aiming and la- 
boring from the first for this important 
object. In this connection I quote fromm 
the New-York Observer of January Ist, an 
article on the Sandwich Islands, which it 
is stated Rev. Dr. Anderson was about to 
visit, to arrange the relations between the 
churches there and the American Board. 
lt.is said: ‘‘ The Hawaiian people have 
indeed in their constitution, laws, institu- 
tions, and profession, all the characteris- 
tics of a Christianized nation. Still their 
civilization, their enlightenment and culti- 
vation, are as yet but partial. Their dwell- 
ings and social life are generally rude. 
They are lacking in industry, in judgment, 
and in decision of character. They are 
prone to the natural sin which is wasting 
the population ; and the missionaries find 
great difficulty in instituting a trustworthy 
native ministry, and bringing the native 
churches to a self-governing position.” 
The experienced Secretary goes out to 
solve the many difficult problems which 
arise before they can be resigned to such 


a condition.” 


Now a large foreign missionary force, 
with the encouragement of the Govern- 
ment, has been steadily operating at the 
Sandwich Islands since 1819-20. 

The Sandwich Islanders seem to be a 
superior race in every respect to any Afri- 
can tribes with which our Mission has yet 
had to do. 

The Colonists (Liberians) in general are 
represented by the Americo-Africans in 
the Middle and Southern States. The com- 


-paratively few exceptions are such as have 


been educated in the Missions or at insti- 
tutions in England or in America. . 


The Bishop, after setting forth the ne- 
cessity which exists for the prosecution of 
missionary work, as heretofore, among the 
Colonist population, goes on to say: 

I therefore urge an increase of foreign 
missionaries and teachers for the Colonists, 
no less than the natives. 

And then, in regard to the character of 
such missionaries and laborers, he says: 

‘These should be men and women of 
tried piety and good education; only such 
will command respect and be qualified to 


re on the.Mission from its present posi- 
ion, 
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Letter from Rev. C. C. Hoffman. 


On Boarpv Bric Parmas, 
Ar Sera, June 2d, 1868. 


Dear Broruer: I inclose you the re- 
maining sheets of my journal to the time 
of my leaving Africa. We are to-day 
fifty-eight days out, and have a long way 
yet to go before we reach our desired 
haven. Though to be so long at sea is 
tedious, yet we have many blessings, and 
the days pass pleasantly. All our party 
have improved in health. Mrs. Hoffman, 
however, still suffers from her side. She 
has been writing a good deal, perhaps too 
much; you will have evidence of her in- 
dustry by numerous letters for the Our- 
rier Dove, which we hope will be accept- 
able. 

With regard to the future, we are quite 
uncertain what our plans must be. ' We 
both desire to return as soon as practica- 
ble to our work in the mission. For my- 
self, perhaps, a few months will suffice ere 
I return, while Mrs. Hoffman may require 
a much longer period for medical treat- 
ment, in which case I may return without 
her. If her recovery is likely to be slow, 
she may visit the United States, but if 
speedy, we shall hope to return together 
to Africa from England without visiting 
America. 

We do not expect to take our little girl 
back, but will leave her when we return 
either in the United States or in England. 
The prospect of separation is sad to us. 

I had painful doubts in regard to my 
duty in leaving Africa when I did. The 
Bishop, however, told me he thought it 
was plainly my duty to go away, on ac- 
count of my own health, as I had had two 
or three threatening attacks of fever of a 
dangerous character; but for myself [ 
should have been glad to have remained, 
but with regard to Mrs: Hoffman, it seem- 
ed to me and the physician a question of 
life and death. 

That God provided a supply for our 
places I regarded as a remarkable provi- 
dence — Mrs. Cassell and Miss More at 
the asylum; Mr. and Mrs. Miles to be for 
a time at the asylum, having an over- 
sight of the natives, and ultimately per- 
haps to be at Bohlen, to supply Mr. Auer’s 
place; and Mrs. E. M. Thomson at the 
hospital. All these, I think, showed the 
overruling providence of God in carrying 
forward his own work. Besides the time- 
ly offer of a passage to England in Mr. 
Hail’s vessel. When I consider all these 
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things, my doubts and fears are checked ; 
and however grievous to leave it is to us, 
I think I see the cloudy pillar going be- 
fore us, and trust that the God of Israel 
is with us. ; 
Lonpon, July 3d, 1863. 

P. S.—Most grateful are we to be once 
more on terra firma, after a voyage of + 
eighty-five days. Though very long, it 
has proved greatly beneficial to us all. 
Great have been God’s mercies toward us. 

I received your letter of the eighteenth 
May, on my arrival on the first July. 

Mr. Auer travelled with us as far as 
Staffordshire, where he stopped to visit 
his wife’s relations. We expect him here 
to-morrow, and then he will spend a week 
with us, and then go the United States 
with little Willie. 

The mail closes, and I must only add, 

Yours faithfully, in Christ. 


The following items are copied from a 
late number of the Cavalla Messenger. 


Report of S. W. Seton, Native 
Teacher. 


The catechist of Hoffman station begs 
leave to report, that, since the last Convo- 
cation, he bas been attending to his duties 
both at home and abroadas usual—namely, 
he conducts the morning and evening pray- 
ers regularly — the former at seven o'clock 
A.M., and the latter at half-past six o’clock 
p.M. Sunday prayer at half-past six 
o’clock in the morning, in order to have 
more time for Sunday duties. He either 
goes to the King’s town, on the opposite 
side of theriver, or to the largest town on 
the plain, immediately after Sunday pray- 
er in the morning, to tell them of Jesus 
Christ and him crucified, in turn with 
Mr. Hoffman; or in case of his absence, 
Mr. Potter. Sunday-school is at half-past 
eight o’clock, in St. James’s Church, a.m., 
by H. Stringfellow, owing to the catechist’s 
absence for the service iu the town. Serv- 
ices are held at half-past two o'clock in 
St. James’s Church; the catechist reads 
the service, and interprets for Mr. Hoff- 
man; the attendants from the towns are 
few. He holds a meeting every fortnight, 
in which he takes pains to exhort the 
Christians to perseverance in discharging 
the heavenly duties devolving upon them 
as Christians, chiefly in behalfof our people. 

The villagers still hold on their profes- 
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sion, and greatly encourage us in every 
respect. 

The general deportment of the benefi- 
ciaries is satisfactory and pleasant to me. 
Their number is eight. 

A school for girls, under the name of 
the Terey School, was established during 
the last month, under Mrs. Harris’s charge. 

Visits to the Bush country, as well as 
to the neighboring towns, are still con- 
tinued. 

The agricultural department of the sta- 
tion, under Messrs. Stringfellow and R. 
Duane, is greatly improving. 


Report of T. C. Brownell, Native 
Teacher. 


Asa teacher at Bohlen, I report as fol- 
lows: : 

The school at Bohlen is now in a better 
condition than it was at my last report. 
Those boys who left school have returned, 
and the number of the boys is eight, in- 
cluding the two at Cayalla. Their studies 
are Grebo, Bible History, Testament, Se- 
cond Reader, Arithmetic and Writing. 

Webo is a large tribe, and is one of the 
numerous tribes up the river; but oh! 
how few are the people amongst the whole 
tribe who do see any benefit of allowing 
their children to be educated in the school ! 
But, however, I am always encouraged as 
long as I see some of the boys improving 
in their studies. The two candidates for 
baptism, mentioned in Mr. Auer’s last re- 
port, are still faithful, and I hope at the 
Bishop’s next visit they will be baptized 
by him. 

Bohlen is now without a minister. Mr. 
Auer, on account of his sickness, left the 
station since last Christmas. The services 
at Nitie Lu are still continued byme. But 
Tam sorry to report that a very few attend, 
on account of farming. The people think 
that rice farms must first be attended to, 
then God shall be served afterward. 

They bestow much labor on their bodily 
concerns, but cannot as yet perceive how 
their eternal souls are more needful of the 
blood and flesh of the Son of Man, before 
they shall be saved. I do not see any 
change among the people in spiritual con- 
cerns. 

I have visited Kabo three times, Tebo and 
Myinebo once. Thenearer towns haye been 
visited in some afternoons after school. But 
there are no visits to distant towns, (which 
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ought to be done,) on account of having 
school to teach. ; 

It is true that the Gospel has been 
preached amongst many tribes in the in- 
terior. It is true that scholars have been 
taught and houses built at Bohlen; but 
one thing we do still lack: for our work 
more love, more delight, more zeal for 
God and his things. Then we shall see 
God, and feel that he is in us and with us 
in all things. 

May God -hear our prayers, and answer 
us for Christ's sake. 


Extract of a Letter from Rev. 
J. K. Wilcox. 


GREENVILLE, Stnoz, May 3d, 1863. 

Dear Bisnop: I am having service at 
Lexington, the largest farming settlement. 
I am trying to open a small chapel there, 
if I can raise means enough. 

Many persons seem to be attached to 
our Church. At Blue Barre I find it very 
encouraging among the natives. 

We had a delightful missionary meet- 
ing a few weeks ago. Our missionary so- 
ciety, under the care of the ladies of our 
church, is in a very prosperous condition. 
We are hoping to open a school shortly 
among the natives, whenever we can suc- 
ceed- in raising a certain amount in our 
treasury, ‘so as to warrant its continuance, 

Kind regards to Mrs. Payne and Miss 
Griswold. 


Report of A. Potter, Native 
Teacher, Hoffman Station. 


I beg to report that the school at this 
station is going on well. In revard to the 
manners and studies of the scholars, their 
reading, spelling, writing, and arithmeti- 
cal rules, have been pleasing to the teacher. 
The school has been opened with singing 
and prayer, and closed by singing only. 
My chief object in the school is to teach 
them writing, reading, spelling, together 
with the Grebo alphabet, according to Mr. 
Auer’s plan. 

So far as I have judged, the other schol- 
ars have improved in some respects in 
their studies. 

The number of the scholars is thirteen. 

Beside this, I interpret, for Mr. Hoff- 
man on other Sundays alternately, at Bill 
Williams's town. 

Thave not made as many visits in the 
Bush as I ought. 
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Rev. Mr. Joners lately returned from a 
missionary tour through Baboon the 
coast, and Plabo to the mouth of the 
Taboo River, where our mission station is 
located. Mr. Minor and family were well. 
A serious difficulty, however, has again 
arisen between the towns near the station, 
and their neighbors; the latter, on some 
pretext, having captured seven women be- 
longing to the former. 


— 


AGRICULTURE, we are happy to see, is 
daily increasing at Cape Palmas. Not 
only are all vacant town-lots being culti- 
vated, but we noticed in the vicinity of 
Mount Vaughan several large clearings 
indicative of farming on a more extensive 
seale. If all the beautiful hills in the col- 
ony, so well adapted to its growth, were 
covered with coffee-trees, what a goodly 
and profitable sight would it be! 


———e © e —___ 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
A Visit to Dahomey, West Africa. 


Tue Abbé Borghero, Superior of the 
Dahomey Mission of the Church of Rome, 
gives an account of a recent visit to the 
court of Dahomey. We extract a few 
passages, descriptive of scenes which he 
witnessed. The following is a view of a 
grand military display, in which the 
“* Amazons” took a prominent part: 

“The king gave the signal for attack, 
and the first part of the performance be- 
gan. The entire army examined the posi- 
-tion of the town they were about to be- 
siege; they advanced, creeping on their 
hands and knees, so as not to be perceiv- 
ed by the enemy, their arms lowered, and 
preserving a rigorous silence. 

‘“‘TIn the second part of the performance, 
our amazons advanced with head erect. Of 
the three thousand women, two hundred, 
instead of carrying guns, were supplied 
with great cutlasses like razors, wielded 
with both hands, a single blow of which 
is sufficient to cut aman in two; these 
were sheathed at the time. 

‘In the third act all were at their post 
ready for the fight, with arms shouldered 
and cutlasses drawn. Defiling before the 
king, some of the troops wished to give 
‘him special assurance of devotion and pro- 
mises of success. At last they were all 
massed in battle array, drawn up before 
the point of attack. The king arose, placed 
himself at the head of the column, har- 
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angued the warriors, inflamed their cour- 
age, and at a given signal they threw them- 
selves withindescribable fury on the mound 
of thorns, fell back as if repulsed by the 
enemy, and returned three times to the 
charge, effecting all these manceuvres with 
incredible precipitation. They sprang 
upon the thorn-covered rampart with the 
ease and agility of a stage dancer, and 
crushed beneath their naked feet the sharp 
points of the cactus. 

“On the first assault, when the most 
valiant had already gained the summit of 
the house, a female soldier, who was at 
one end of it, fell to the ground from a 
height of five metres. 
arm, and sat down despondingly ; the 
other amazons were striving to excite her 
courage, when the king unexpectedly came 
up, looked at her, and uttered an expres- 
sion of indignation, whereupon she jumped 
up as if electrified, went through the ma- 
nceuvres once more, and distinguished her- 
self so much as to carry off the first prize. 
A storm that raged at the time, and 
the lurid aspect of the heavens obscured 
by a thunder-cloud, gave a still more ani-’ 
mated and somewhat ideal effect to the 
whole spectacle. 

“In Dahomey, the principal posts are 
occupied simultaneously by two individu- , 
als; the old officer who is in possession, 
and his successor, who serves a sort of 
novitiate previous to the dismissal or the 
death of the former. It is the same with 
the generalship of the amazons. The old 
commander, whose thoroughly military 
appearance reminds one. of our own veter- 
ans, made a short but impressive speech 
to the assembly, on the duties of the fe- 
male troops, which have been more than 
once the safeguard of the throne. After 
the harangue, she addressed some flatter- 
ing remarks to me and then retired. By 
her side was the young general, who is al- 
ready in command of the army, and, in 
fact, led the action during the day. She 
is a woman about thirty years of age. Her 
striking figure and the quickness of her 
movements might cause her to be taken 
for one of Virgil’s huntresses, all the more 
for the color of her face, which conceals 
beneath a deep black the outline of Ku- 
ropean features. Assuming an easy and 
dignified attitude, without, however, any 
tinge of affectation, she stepped into the 
semicircle left vacant between the king’s 
hut and the ranks of her military compan- 
ions, and addressing herself directly to 
me, offered her congratulations on my ar- 


She dislocated her : : 
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rival, and went on speaking for more than 
half an hour. She chose for the subject 
of her discourse the excellence of the 
white soldiers and the valor of the Daho- 
mean female warriors, the good relations 
that ought to subsist between nations 
equally distinguished for their bravery, 
and who are rich enough in glory to covet 
no other conquests but such as spring from 
mutual friendship. In bringing the har- 
apgue to a conclusion, she proclaimed me 
grand cabecere of her troops, and sent me 
the baton of command amidst the vocife- 
rous applause of the army. The baton is 
about two feet long, terminating in the 
‘figure of a shark, signifying that as that 
fish destroys men, so likewise do these fe 
male warriors in battle. 

“When the evolutions and harangues 
had come to an end, the women repaired to 
the palace, their legs all torn and bleeding, 
each carrying a bundle of thorns. The 
most distinguished among them had the 
‘thorns round their head in the form of a 
crown, and twined about their waist like 
a girdle. After these customary ceremo- 
nies, they retired to rid themselves of their 
thorny trophies.” 


He thus describes the rude minstrelsy : 


“Some days after this grand military 
display, the king had me summoned once 
more to assist at a sort of academic as- 
sembly. One of the court poets had com- 
posed by heart (the Dahomese are igno- 
rant of the art of writing) a long epic 
poem, in celebration of the exploits of the 
reigning sovereign and his father king 
Ghezo. Ten chanters had learned it ac- 
cording as the poet composed it, and they 
knew their part so well, that during the 
three hours they were declaiming they 
went on in perfect accord. These per- 
formers wore long robes, and were cover- 
ed in front with the skins of wild animals; 
they held in their hands horses’ tails, 
which they flourished as they spoke, while 
a deafening music served as accompani- 
ment. But it must not be supposed that 
the recital of their poem was gone through 
without interruption. As the deeds which 
formed the subject of the drama were fresh 
in the memory of the audience, it occa- 
sionally happened that the honor of the 
victory would be attributed to the female 
troops or to the male army. Whereupon, 
those among the spectators who thought 
themselves reflected upon by the remarks 
of the poet, would rise up in fury to ap- 
peal to the king, while the opposite party 
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pressed forward in their turn to defend 
their rights thus called in question. In 
the midst of the uproar the chanters came 
to a full stop, and the scene a sumed an 
aspect of stormy vivacity and indescrib- 
able animation ; thousands of disputants 
raised their voices and expressed their sen- 
timents with the liveliest gestures, without, 
however, stirring from their places ; while 
the prince and those about him, as well 
as the mass of disinterested spectators, 
awaited in tranquillity the subsidence of 
the tumult. When the king had been suf 
ficiently amused by this storm of words, 
he made a sign, and on the instant, at the 
sound of a drum, order was restored. If 
after that any one proceeded to raise his 
voice, a beat of the drum was sufficient to 
impose silence upon him, and the chanters 
resumed their recital at the point where 
the interruption had occurred. ; 

‘““The representation over, the king 
made presents to the poet and the chant- 
ers. Subsequently the grand cabeceres 
ranged themselves before the monarch, 
leaving between themselves and his ma- 
jesty a semicircle of about ten metres’ 
extent; and kneeling there, they address- 
ed discourses to him during another two 
or three hours. At last the king broke 
up the assembly and retired to his pal- 
ace. 


He gives a minute and harrowing de- 
scription of those scenes of human sacri- 


fice, which have excited so much deep and. 


just indignation in the civilized world. 


“Tt so happened, one day toward the 
end of December, that I took a rather long 
afternoon excursion through the deserted 
part of the city. On our return, passing 
close by the royal palace, we found the 
roads blocked up by reason of a féte given 
by the king to the people. King Gréré 
was having a great exhibition of his riches. 
Nearly fifteen thousand women, all in new 
dresses, carried in procession round the 
palace the treasures of the monarch. The 
procession lasted from morning till night, 
and the roads through which it passed 
were closed to the public. Having gazed 
for some hours at this extraordinary spec- 
tacle, we wanted to return home, but found 


ourselves obliged to go round the palace to 


gain the shortest road. 

‘““As we entered the parade-ground, I 
perceived at a distance what appeared to 
be a number of forked gibbets, from which 
hung bodies I supposed to be animals, ney- 
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er dreaming they might be men. In this 
uncertainty, I drew nearer, and when I 
noticed that the legs were as long as the 
bodies, I comprehended that they were 
men who had been sacrificed. I can not 
tell you what a shudder came over me at 
the spectacle. My first impulse was to 
. clench my trembling hands and cry out 
with indignation’: ‘ Where is the vengeance 
of God that it slumbers so? Then turn- 
ing angrily to my guide, ‘ Why,’ said I, 
“have you brought me here? I never 
thought I should see so horrible a sight ? 
‘Nor I either,’ he replied, ‘for I knew 
nothing about it; bat there is no other 
way for us to go.’ We continued our 
route, getting along as fast-as we could, 
but the hideous spectacle was constantly 
recurring. Drawing near one inclosure, 
we were nearly suffocated by the stench of 
the dead bodies heaped up there, which 
they had not taken the trouble to bury. 
Vultures in thousands, dogs, pigs, and 
wolves, roamed around, allured by the 
hideous banquet prepared for them. The 
roofs of the houses are covered with the 
relics which the birds of prey have depos- 
ited on them. Strange to say, my guide, 
who was quite aware of the customs of 
Dahomey, and had nothing to do but idle 
about the streets all day, was not aware 
that these bodies, which had been killed 
two days ago, were still there; he was 
certainly ignorant of the fact, for he had 
positive orders not to let me go near any 
place wherein the dead were left exposed. 
And so, for the length of a week, I did not 
pass ayain before the royal palace, because 
‘decapitations were taking place every 
night. 

‘* Possibly, you think I have already de- 
layed you too long amidst this fearful char- 
nel-house; but truth compels me to lay 
aside all consideration for the delicacy of 
your feelings, and I must say one word 
more on the subject of human sacrifices. 
Duricg the night these butcheries take 
place; no one is allowed to go through the 
streets from evening till next morning ; if 
any one is found doing so, he is beaten 
with clubs. Only companies of musicians 
wander ab@ut singing doleful songs. To- 
ward midnight, a discharge of artillery an- 
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nounces the beginning of the executions. 
The victims are led up to the square, 
twenty-four or thirty at a time. Every 
avenue of respiration is closed, and they 
are deprived of life by pressure on the 
breast. The termination of the slaughter 
is notified by cannon-shots. Some of the 
dead bodies are hung by the feet to the 
gibbets, already mentioned, between two 
sacks filled, it is said, with mangled limbs ; 
whilst others are dressed up in symbolic 
costumes by parties skilled in the busi- 
ness, and placed on triumphal arches, 
standing or sitting, according to the part 
they have to represent. Some appear to 
be playing musical instruments, others are 
made to assume a soldicr-like bearing, 
others are theatrical in their attitude; but 
all is arranged with such accuracy of detail, 
that at a distance they might be taken for 
living beings, were it not that the vultures 
hovering round them too surely testify 
that they are nothing but corpses.» At the 
same time hundreds of heads are displayed 
before the royal palace; and the people 
pass by, totally indifferent to these scenes, 
which indeed are too common to cause 
either astonishment or any other strong 
feeling. Children may be seen amusing 
themselves near the victims, playing, as it 
were, with the dead ; as for the populace, 
a hecatomb of human victims is so common 
a thing, expecially since the accession of 
the new king, that it has ceased to attract 
even a passing observation. 

“ However, there are executions which 
really do interest them, owing to their ex- 
traordinary cruelty. 

“Phe different modes of immolation pre- 
valent in Dahomey vary according to the 
caprice and wicked ingenuity of the exe- 
cutioners. One of the most horrible is, 
certainly, the practice of nailing to a stake 
fixed in the ground one or more men by 
the feet, ordering at the same time that no 
food shall be given them. Exposed to the 
heat of the sun by day and to the dew at 
night, they generally die on the third day, 
while the curious spectators amuse them- 
selves watching the convulsive agonies of 
the wretched creatures. These atrocious 
scenes often last several months together.” 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


Tue Rev. D. D. Surru, of the Mission in China, whose expected re- 
turn to the United States was mentioned in the last number, reached 
New-York on the 17th of July, having with him his daughter, a child 


of two and a half years. 


Tur Rey. J. G. Aver, of the African Mission, accompanied by his 
little son, reached New-York on the 19th of July. Their health was 
anand by the voyage, although both still suffer much from the effects 


of African fever. 
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